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THE SERVICE OF DARKNESSON GOOD FRIDAY 
MARCH 29, 2024 

8:30 PM 
 

TENEBRAE 
 

To impress on the minds and hearts of believers the awful consequence of sin and the 
magnitude of the Savior's sacrifice, the ancient Church held a special service in Holy Week, 
called Tenebrae.  The meaning of the word "Tenebrae" is "darkness."  This service begins in 
silence and ends in almost total darkness, the lights being gradually extinguished as the service 
proceeds.  This is to remind us of the darkness that filled the earth when the Light of the 
World was put to death.   
 

In our service one candle on either side of the altar will remain burning to announce the truth 
that death and hell did not prevail against the Son of God.  We invite you to return on Easter 
Sunday to celebrate the joy of Jesus’ resurrection. 
 

The timpani used in tonight’s service signify the sinful fear, anger and betrayal that led to 
Jesus’ death. 
 
 

 
ENTRANCE PRAYER    Read silently by the individual worshiper before the service begins. 
 
 
 
 

O Blessed Jesus, you were condemned to die not by Pilate but 
by the sins I myself have committed.  I repent with my whole 
heart for having grieved and offended you.  I pray that you will 
save me, body and soul, from sin, death, and the devil.  Guide 
me safely through this present world, and bring me at last to 
your Father’s home.  I love you Lord.  Keep me always at your 
side.  Grant that I will never forsake you.  May your will be 
done in my life.  Amen. 
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PERCUSSION PRELUDE 
 

OPENING PRAYER - The congregation will rise 
 

HYMN:    
                                                     Jesus, I Will Ponder Now                                      ELW 345 
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INSTRUCTION 
 
OLD TESTAMENT LESSON Isaiah 53: 2-12 
 
VERSICLE 
 

P God spared not his own Son: 

C But delivered him up for us all. 
 
CHOIR RESPONSE                             Lamb of God, Pure and Sinless                   Nikolaus Decius 
 

Lamb of God, pure and sinless, 
once on the cross an off'ring, 

patient, lowly, guiltless, 
forsaken in your suff'ring: 

from sin's grasp you have torn us, 
from gloom to hope have borne us. 

Grant us your mercy, O Jesus. 
 
 
LESSON Matthew 26: 47-50 
 
INSTRUCTION 
 
VERSICLE 

P God spared not his own Son: 

C But delivered him up for us all 
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HYMN:    
                                                  Chief of Sinners though I Be ELW 609 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
LESSON Matthew 26: 62-68 
 
INSTRUCTION 
 
VERSICLE 
 

P God spared not his own Son: 

C But delivered him up for us all. 
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HYMN: 
                                                   Savior, When in Dust to You ELW 601 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

LESSON Luke 23: 6-11 
 

INSTRUCTION 
 
VERSICLE 

P God spared not his own Son: 

C But delivered him up for us all. 
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HYMN  
                                                                              Ah, Holy Jesus ELW 349 

 
 
LESSON Matthew 27: 15-17, 20-26 
 
INSTRUCTION 
 
VERSICLE 
 

P God spared not his own Son: 

C But delivered him up for us all. 
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HYMN: 
                                                    O Sacred Head, Now Wounded ELW 351 

 
 
INSTRUCTION 
 
LESSON Matthew 27: 45-46 
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CHOIR RESPONSE                             When Jesus Wept            William Billings, Edited K. Harley 

When Jesus wept, the falling tear in mercy flowed beyond all bound; 
When Jesus groaned, a trembling fear seized all the guilty world around.   

REFLECTION 
 

Consider how Jesus suffered indescribable agony in body and soul, and how he suffered this in your place. 
 

LESSON Luke 23: 50-56 
 
PRAYER FOR A BLESSED DEATH 
 
CHOIR RESPONSE                                       God Loved the World                        Bollhagen/Miller 
 
 God loved the world so that he gave 
 his only Son, the lost to save, 
 that all who would in him believe 
 should everlasting life receive. 
 

 Christ Jesus is the ground of faith, 
 who was made flesh and suffered death; 
 all who confide in Christ alone 
 are built on this chief cornerstone. 
 

LESSON Matthew 27: 62-66 
 
INSTRUCTION 
 
CHOIR RESPONSE   
                                                         We Glory in Your Cross Thomas Pavlecko 

We glory in your cross, O Lord, and we praise your holy resurrection, 
For by your cross joy has come into the world. 
 
May God be merciful to us and bless us; 
May the light of God’s face shine upon us. 
Let your way be known upon earth, 
And your saving health among all nations. 
                                                                                                          Hymn continues on page 10 
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Let the peoples praise you, O God,  
Let all the peoples praise you. 
May God give us blessing, 
And may all the ends of the earth stand in awe. 
 
We glory in your cross, O Lord, and we praise your holy resurrection, 
For by your cross joy has come into the world. 
 
 

 TO OUR GUESTS:  God grant that his Word has touched your heart tonight. 
We invite you to worship with us again. 

 
Easter Egg Hunt Saturday, March 30 @ 11 am here at Messiah 

 

Living Easter Cross March 30th (12 pm after Easter Egg Hunt) & Easter March 31st  
Bring fresh cut flowers to place on the wooden cross 

 

Easter Sunrise Service at Bain Park Pavilion 6:30 AM 
 

Easter Festival Service at 9AM & 11AM 
 

REGARDING TONIGHT’S OFFERINGS:   Offering will not be collected during the service.   
Offering plates will be available in the narthex or hallway as you leave.  Your financial offerings will support 

the ongoing ministry & mission of Messiah. 
 
 
 
Permission to reprint and podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from One License with License #SB131019.  
We Glory in Your Cross. Music: Robert Buckley Farlee. Text © 2006 and music © 2009 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. From Music Sourcebook for Lent and the Three Days. Published by 
Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
Lamb of God, Pure and Sinless; Text: Nikolaus Decius; Text © 1978, 1999 Augsburg Fortress. 
GETHSEMANE, Arrangement by Richard Hudson, copyright © 1978 Augsburg Publishing 
House. All rights reserved. 
Go to Dark Gethsemane, Harmonization by Paul Manz, copyright © 1992 Morning Star Music 
Publishers. All rights reserved. 
Go to Dark Gethsemane, Arrangement: Janet Linker; copyright © 2007 Augsburg Fortress. All 
rights reserved. 
Jesus, I Will Ponder Now, Arrangement: Frederick Frahm; David Christiansen; copyright © 
2007 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
ABERYSTWYTH, Arrangement by David Schack, copyright ©1979 Augsburg Publishing House. 
All rights reserved. 
Herzliebster Jesus, Arrangement by Charles Ore, copyright © 1978 Augsburg Publishing 
House. All rights reserved. 
Ah, Holy Jesus, Arrangement: Chad Baker; copyright © 2007 Augsburg Fortress. 
Ah, Holy Jesus, Harmonization by Paul Manz, copyright © 1992 Morning star Music Publishers, 
All rights reserved. 
O Sacred Head, Now Wounded, Charles Callahan, copyright © 1990 Morning Star Music 
Publishers. All rights reserved. 
O Sacred Head, Now Wounded, Arrangement: Wayne L. Wold; copyright © 2007 Augsburg 
Fortress. All rights reserved. 
When Jesus Wept, William Billings, Edited by Konrad Harley, 2019, SheetMusicDirect Order 
9506048 
We Glory in Your Cross, Music: Thomas Pavlechko, Text © 2006 and music © 2009 Augsburg 
Fortress. All rights reserved. From Music Sourcebook for Lent and the Three Days, copyright © 
2010 Augsburg Fortress. 
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SERVING TONIGHT 
 

Readers:  Rev. Seth C. Bridger 
                          Rev. Jim R. Kulma, M. Div. 

Acolytes:  Noah Bridger, Gregory Prohaska 

Interim Music Director:  Deborah Zudell-Dickey 

Timpanist:  William Engelmann 

Musical Ensemble:  Messiah Choir 

Deacons: Amy & Mark Hunger 

Altar Guild:  Diane Paton, Debbie Luekens 
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Messiah Lutheran Church 
21485 Lorain Road, Fairview Park, OH 44126 

(440) 331-2405 
E-mail – church@messiahfp.org 

 
Connect with Messiah – text 'MESSIAHFP' to 84576 to sign-up 

 
Messiah Lutheran School 

4401 W. 215th St., Fairview Park, OH  44126 
(440) 331-6553 

Email – school@messiahfp.org 
 

www.messiahfairview.org 
 

+  +  + 
 

Servants and Missionaries – All MLC members 
Pastor – The Rev. Seth C. Bridger 

Pastoral Assistant – Deaconess Ruth Mortensen 
Interim Music Director – Deborah Zudell-Dickey 

Minister of Youth – Adonai Henderson 
Technology Manager – Jared Waugaman 

Building Manager – Jason Reynolds 
Messiah School Principal – Helen Casselberry  

Administrator & Pierstorf College Fund Director – Darlene Waugh 
Communications Coordinator – Sarah Heinsbergen 

Bookkeeper & Pierstorf College Fund Business Manager – Lisa Daley 
Administrative Assistant – Diane Ward 

 
 
 

 
To the glory of God, through the strength of the Spirit. 
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